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SUBJECT: STUDENT COMPLAINTS 

SUMMARY: SEVERAL RECENT INCIDENTS TESTIFY TO STUDENT UNREST 
AND ERUSTRATION. ISSUES VARY FROM EDUCATION REFORM TO 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT BUT ARE LESS IMPORTANT THAN THE RISE IN 
POLITICAL TEMPERATURE THESE PROTESTS SEEK TO EEFECT. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS STUDENT RESTIVENESS HAS 
PUBLICLY SURFACED ON THREE OCCASIONS: TWICE AT THE UNI- 
VERSITY OF PANAMA AND ONCE IN CATIVA (COLON SUBURB). THE 
ISSUES BEING PROTESTED ON ALL THREE OCCASIONS HAVE BEEN 
INTRAMURAL RATHER THAN POLITICAL: OVERCROWDED CLASSROOMS, 
STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL GOVERNMENT, ETC. THE 

TONE OF PROTEST, HOWEVER, APPEARS TO BE MORE BITTER, CRI- 
TICISM OF UNIVERSITY AND GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES MORE BLUNT. 

2. WHILE PROTEST IN THE UNIVERSITY HAS BEEN VOCAL, 

THERE WAS A RELATIVELY SERIOUS PHYSICAL CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN STUDENTS AND THE NATIONAL GUARD (GN) IN CATIVA 
WHERE ON MAY 6 APPROXIMATELY 1,000 STUDENTS OF THE 
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PROFESSIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL BLOCKED TRAFFIC ON THE PANAMA- 
COLON HIGHWAY FOR TWO HOURS. STUDENTS PROTESTED THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION'S EAILURE TO DELIVER ON A NEW SCHOOL 
BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT PROMISED LAST YEAR. THEIR DEM- 
ONSTRATION WAS BROKEN UP BY GN UNITS WIELDING RUBBER 
HOSES PLUS THE AID OF TEAR GAS AFTER A ROCK-THROWING 
SPREE IN WHICH AT LEAST TWO GUARDIA AND A FEW STUDENTS 
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WERE INJURED. 

3. GN ZONE COMMANDER CLOSED COLON SCHOOLS FOR TWO 
DAYS. THE ACTING EDUCATION MINISTER MET WITH STUDENTS 
AT THE SCHOOL ON MAY 10, BUT STUDENTS DEMANDED TO SEE 
A HIGHER GOP AUTHORITY. STUDENTS SAY THEY WILL BOYCOTT 
CLASSES UNTIL MAY 16, WHEN THEY WILL TRY TO ORGANIZE A 
GENERAL STUDENT STRIKE IN ALL COLON SCHOOLS. 

4. THE TWO PROTESTS IN THE UNVERSITY OF PANAMA HAVE 
BEEN MARKED BY ACRID EXCHANGES OF INSULTS AND ACCUSA- 
TIONS, BUT SO FAR BY NO VIOLENCE. AT ISSUE IN LARGE 
MEASURE, IN BOTH THE FACULTIES OF LAW AND HUMANITIES 

IS THE PERENNIAL QUESTION OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN 
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY MAKING (CO-GOBIERNO). 
THE QUESTION DAATES BACK TO DECREEE 144 OF THE EDUCATION 
REFORM WHICH SUPPOSEDLY STRUCK DOWNN THIS PRINCIPLE. 

(IN FACT IT OPF.R ATF.S- ABYSM AI ,I .Y-IN THE UNIVERSITY'S 
LARGEST FACULTY: PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND COMMERCE.) 

5. IN THE LAW FACULTY THE IMPENDING RETIREMENT OF THE 
DEAN HAS SERVED TO RENEW CALLS FOR A CHANGE IN THE WAY 
THE SCHOOL IS ADMINISTERED. CO-GOBIERNO IS THE CRY 

IN THE HUMANITIES FACULTY TOO, PLUS CHARGES THAT FA- 
CILITIES ARE RUN-DOWN AND INADEQUATE (COMMENT: TRUE), 

AS WELL AS OTHER "ENVIRONMENTAL" GRIPES. AN ASSEMBLY 
OF THE HUMANITIES STUDENTS ON MAY 4 NOT ONLY CAS- 
TIGATED THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DEAN (TORRIJOS' 
SISTER-IN-LAW, SUSANA RICHA DE TORRIJOS), BUT SLUNG 
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PERSONAL INSULTS AT HER AS WELL. STUDENTS THEN 
DECLARED A STRIKE, LOCKED OUT STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AND 
CLOSED DOWN THE FACULTY FOR 48 HOURS. 

5. COMMENT: THE CATIVA DEMONSTRATION RATES AS THE 
MOST SERIOUS STUDENT ACTION SINCE LAST SEPTEMBER. 
PARTICULARLY WITH THE ECONOMY OF COLON SO BLEAK, GN 
AND GOP AUTHORITIES APPEAR TO TAKE STUDENT ACTIONS THERE 
SERIOUSLY, AS WELL THEY SHOULD. ONE MEASURE OF CONCERN 
IS THE NEAR-COMPLETE ABSENCE OF MEDIA REPORTING ON THE 
VIOLENCE. 

6. AT THE UNIVERSITY, STUDENT LEADERS SEEM FOR THE 
MOMENT TO BE MOST INTERESTED IN UTILIZING SIMPLE AND 
PALPABLE PROBLEMS FOR STUDENT ORGANIZING. STUDENT 
POLITICAL GROUPS COMPETE FOR FIRST PLACE IN DAMNING THE 
UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATION MINISTRY ESTABLISHMENT. THE 
ISSUES ARE HENCE OF LESS MOMENT THAN THE RISE IN POLITICAL 
TEMPERATURE THESE PROTESTS SEEK TO EFFECT. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

GONZALEZ 

LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PANAMA03382 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 69-01 50 

Format: TEL 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770565/aaaacebe.tel 

Line Count: 117 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 73d0b695-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2548341 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STUDENT COMPLAINTS SUMMARY: SEVERAL RECENT INCIDENTS TESTIFY TO STUDENT UNREST AND FRUSTRATION. ISSUES 

VARY FROM EDUCATION REFORM 

TAGS: PINT, PN, UNIVERSITY OF PANAMA 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/73d0b695-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



